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State honors three 
elementary schools as 
‘Schools of Distinction’

record, refl ect on, and share their fi ndings; 
and apply the skills and knowledge they 
have gained to new situations.

Each unit builds concepts and makes 
connections across the curriculum, 

Walker High 
graduate

 profi le
 Aylen rebuild 

moves forward

Red 
Ribbon 
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Shaw Road Elementary student Colton Slack gets a close-up view of 
a millipede during a classroom life science lesson.

Fruitland, Hunt, and Wildwood elementary school staff join Superintendent Tony 
Apostle, School Board member Diana Seeley, Assistant Superintendent of Student 
Learning and Instructional Support Jay Reifel, and Executive Director of Elementary 
School Leadership Lynne Rosellini at a statewide School of Distinction ceremony. continued on page 4

Colton Slack scooted back his chair, put 
his chin on his desk, peered into a plastic 
cup, and came eye-to-eye with a millipede.

“Cool!” the fourth grader exclaimed as the 
animal stretched its body and tried futilely 
to escape through a hole poked in the lid.

As other Shaw Road Elementary stu-
dents gathered around, Colton held up a 
magnifying lens for a closer look. Then 
he pulled out his science notebook to 
record details about the millipede’s body 
parts and behavior, as well as questions he 
would research later in computer lab.

Similar shrieks and squeals sounded 
around the room as students observed the 
millipedes fi rst in the cup, then again in 
their natural habitat — a plastic terrarium-
style container layered with rocks for 
drainage, moist soil, decaying leaves and 
twigs, and moss.

The introduction of live animals as part of 
the district’s new life science curriculum 
this year is generating excitement across 
the district as students, teachers, and even 
parents learn about African dwarf frogs, 
butterfl ies, millipedes, and fi ddler crabs.

“The enthusiasm is just through the roof,” 
said Debbie Drugge, fourth-grade teacher 
at Shaw Road Elementary. “The students 
have a vested interest in helping these 

Dwarf frogs, fi ddler crabs, and millipedes, oh my!
animals survive, so they are eager to learn 
everything they can about them.”

In the classroom, students are responsible 
for feeding the animals, as well as clean-
ing the containers they live in. Student 
desks are pushed together in small groups, 
with a frog, crab, or millipede habitat in 
the center of the desks throughout the 
school day.

At the end of the nine-week unit, students 
who have written permission from their 
parents have a chance to adopt and take 
home animals that have survived in the 
classroom, provided they have a suitable 
environment and do not take the live crea-
tures home on the bus.

“They came home all excited about hav-
ing to create a habitat for their animals,” 
said Juli Murphy, whose twin girls are in 
fourth grade at Shaw Road Elementary. 
“Sydnee wants the fi ddler crab, and Paige 
wants one of the frogs. It’s exciting for me 
to listen to them tell me what they have 
learned.”

This year’s new life science kits are the 
fi nal installment in a three-year adoption 
of hands-on interactive activities as part 
of the district’s new elementary science 
curriculum.

The curriculum is aligned to Washington 

state learning standards and is based on 
research that shows children learn science 
best through concrete experiences.

Students work independently, as well as 
cooperatively, to do investigations; ask 
questions; make and test predictions; 

Fruitland, Hunt, and Wildwood elementary schools are among an 
elite group of 86 schools statewide that have each been named a 
“School of Distinction” by the Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI).

The schools received the honor for demonstrating “outstanding im-
provement” in student reading and math skills over the past six years.

Teachers and administrators from all three schools accepted the 
award October 10 from state Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Terry Bergeson before a standing-room-only crowd at an awards 
ceremony in Des Moines.

The Puyallup School Board also honored staff, students, and parents 
at the three schools during its October 22 meeting.

Bergeson presented each of the winning schools with an etched glass 
star-shaped trophy and asked them to think about the heavy base as 
a representation of the “strong teamwork” that contributed to the 
award. Each school also received a large banner that reads “School of 
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Aiming high in math, science, and technology

Freudenstein praised for 49 years of service

This edition of Connections is dedicated 
to the curriculum development, instruc-
tional improvements, and increased 
emphasis in the Puyallup School District’s 
math, science, and technology programs.

In June, the Puyallup School Board ap-
proved the district’s 2007-2010 Strategic 
Directions that details the work that will 
be our focus over the next three years. 
Clearly, our district goals are extensively 
communicated to be certain that every 
staff member knows “what the real stu-
dent achievement goals are.”

Further, every one of our schools’ prin-
cipals and assistant principals have been 
charged to use their leadership voice and 
written communications to inform and 
educate parents of the close alignment 
of each school’s student achievement 
improvement plan goals and the district’s 
2007-2010 Strategic Directions. 

More than ever before, the district’s ad-
ministrative leadership, classifi ed support 
staff, and classroom instructional staff 

understand the important linkage between 
increased staff instructional training, cur-
riculum alignment in all subject areas at 
all grade levels, and student performance 
in subject mastery. Improving classroom 
instructional performance will directly 
impact and increase student achievement. 

However, improved instructional perfor-
mance will come with a price tag. Our 
future fi nancial investment in staff train-
ing to improve classroom instruction in 
math, science, and technology is critically 
important in order to adequately prepare 
our students to compete for more stringent 
university, community, and technical col-

lege admission requirements. We must not 
fail our students today — the graduates of 
2020 who are our current kindergartners 
— or our future students.

Puyallup is not alone in setting higher 
academic expectations for its students. 
School districts throughout the state are 
making changes that are refl ective of our 
efforts as well. Even the governing body 
of K-12 education statewide is consider-
ing setting higher academic standards. 
To that end, the state Board of Educa-
tion is expected to increase high school 
math graduation requirements in the 
near future, and other rigorous academic 
requirements in technology and the sci-
ences are anticipated as well.

The Puyallup School District is well posi-
tioned to provide the required resources, 
staff training, and effective support 
programs to meet our students’ academic 
needs in math, science, and technology. I 
hope you enjoy reading in this issue about 
the successful accomplishments being 
achieved by our students and staff.

He helped campaign for the success-
ful passage of the 2004 school bond. He 
opened the Heritage Recreation Center on 
South Hill. And he witnessed the ground-
breaking and dedication ceremonies of 
Carson and Edgerton elementary schools 
and Kalles Junior High.

After four years of service on the Puyal-
lup School Board and another 45 years in 
education, Freudenstein attended his last 
regular board meeting November 27.

The former school administrator and long-
time community volunteer decided not to 
run for re-election this year. He is replaced 

Lloyd Freudenstein (above) helps students shovel dirt at the Carson 
Elementary School groundbreaking ceremony in 2006. Photo on left: 
Freudenstein makes comments during a school board meeting shortly 
after being elected in 2003. 

much more out of it than I ever give ... 
I’m the luckiest guy on the planet.”

Freudenstein, a Puyallup resident for 
more than four decades, was elected to the 
board in November 2003. 

He retired as Rogers High School prin-
cipal in 1991 after holding numerous 
administrative and teaching positions in 
Washington and Oregon. He was prin-

cipal at Kalles, Ballou, and Aylen junior 
high schools, director of Pupil Services, 
a history teacher, and a football and 
wrestling coach. He also spearheaded 
the effort to open Walker High School 
and was instrumental in the naming of 
the Rogers High Performing Arts Center 
after former principal Art Larson.  Each 
year he and his wife, Carolyn, give a 
scholarship to an outstanding Rogers 
High School history student.

Voters re-elect Affl erbaugh and 
Seeley to Puyallup School Board
Puyallup School Board members Kathy 
Affl erbaugh and Diana Seeley have won 

new four-year terms 
on the board.

Voters overwhelm-
ingly agreed in 
the November 6 
election to re-elect 
Affl erbaugh and 
Seeley to their 
respective seats.

Affl erbaugh joined 

the board in 1999, 
and Seeley was 
appointed in 2002 
and elected in 2003. 
Both incumbents 
ran unopposed in 
this year’s election.

Affl erbaugh and 
Seeley join directors 
Bruce Dammeier, 
Greg Heath, and newly elected 
director Cindy Poysnick (see article 
on page 8).

by Cindy Poysnick, who won the seat in 
the November 6 election.

Freudenstein’s fi nal meeting was celebra-
tory and sentimental, with fellow board 
members, staff, and community members 
voicing praise for a job well done.

“A true leader is someone who rolls up 
their sleeves to serve, and that’s what 
you’ve done,” said Director Greg Heath.

Those paying tribute and presenting 
Freudenstein with gifts included members 
of the Puyallup PTA Council, Association 
of Puyallup School Principals, Puyal-
lup Education Association, school board, 
district staff, and community.

Rogers High School student Kristen Erdly 
sang “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and a 
brass ensemble comprised of district mu-
sic teachers Kit Carollo, Jim Hunt, Gary 
Jacobson, Bruce Leonardy, and Eric Ryan 
performed.

Freudenstein thanked board members for 
the opportunity to work alongside them. 
“It’s been a highlight of my life. I get so 

Kathy
Affl erbaugh

Diana Seeley
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Puyallup High School sophomore Cody Stewart buys candy from seniors 
Alexandria Johnson (left) and Mejgan Aslami at the student store. The 
state  Auditor’s Offi ce carefully reviews Associated Student Body funds, 
including student store transactions, during its annual audit. 

For the fi fth consecutive year, the Puyal-
lup School District has received a clean 
audit report following a thorough review 
of fi nancial practices and compliance with 
state laws and regulations.

“It is rare that a district the size of Puyal-
lup has fi ve consecutive years without an 
audit fi nding,” said Mark Rapozo, audit 
manager with the state Auditor’s Offi ce. 
“This signifi cant accomplishment shows 
the district’s dedication to sound fi nancial 
operations and timely fi nancial reporting.”

The most recent audit report examined 
how the district spent and received its 
money in the 2005-06 school year.

In a recent report to the school board, 
Assistant Superintendent of Education 
Support Debra Aungst reviewed the audit 
results and commended staff members for 
their attention to detail as they managed a 
$156 million budget.

“It is due to the efforts of many, many 
people across the entire district who are 
committed to solid accounting and report-
ing of the myriad of transactions,” she 
said.

Director Bruce Dammeier gave a thumbs 
up to the news and said, “This is a fi ve-
peat. That’s a big deal when you think 
about the transactions we have. Account-

District receives clean audit for fi fth consecutive year

Dammeier named one of fi ve ‘Local Heroes’
Puyallup School Board Director Bruce 
Dammeier has been named a local hero 
for making a difference in his community.

The “Local Heroes” award, presented an-
nually by the Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation, was given to Dammeier and 
four other Puget Sound residents during 
a ceremony in October at the Seattle Art 
Museum.

The foundation gave each of the award 
recipients a $5,000 donation to an eligible 
nonprofi t organization of their choice 
in recognition of their “contributions to 
neighborhood vitality.”

The board member requested the funds be 
sent to Communities In Schools (CIS) of 
Puyallup designated for its Good Samari-
tan Readers tutoring program.

Dammeier, the only person honored from 
the Puyallup area, was also recognized by 
the foundation along with the other four 
Local Heroes at the end of the fi rst quarter 
at the November 17 University of Wash-
ington Husky football game.

Video of the award announcement at 
Husky Stadium, including a close-up of 
Dammeier’s face, was projected on a 
15-foot-tall “Huskytron” television screen 
before 60,005 fans.

Superintendent Tony Apostle and his wife, 
Lori, were among those who witnessed 
the award presentation from the stands.

“This is a well-deserved recognition of 
Bruce’s true commitment to this commu-
nity and to building a nation of successful 
young readers,” Apostle said.

“His passion for giving of his time, en-
ergy, and generous fi nancial resources to 
sustain programs such as this is appreci-
ated by our school district and the com-
munity,” he added.

The board member and long-time com-
munity volunteer has served the past fi ve 
years as a Good Samaritan Readers volun-
teer at Stewart Elementary.

Good Samaritan Readers pairs volunteer 
tutors like Dammeier with struggling 
elementary school readers. 

ability to stakeholders is one of our board 
goals.”

Each year the state Auditor’s Offi ce 
examines fi nancial transactions in every 
state school district. The Puyallup School 
District is the ninth largest district in 
Washington.

Auditors spent about three months in the 
Puyallup School District last year review-
ing the district’s accountability of money 
and fi nancial practices in a number of key 
areas. These include payroll, cash receipt-
ing and revenues, timely deposit of public 
funds, and Associated Student Body fund-
raising and student store operations.

The Auditor’s Offi ce staff also reviews 
how well the district records its daily en-
rollment and the number of students who 
ride buses, as well as its compliance with 
open public meeting and bid laws.

Attention to detail is critical, as evidenced 
in the district’s reporting of transportation 
records.

More than half of the district’s 21,500 
students ride the bus to and from school 
each day. Drivers spend a week in fall 
documenting the number of children 
who board the bus, the number of stops 
made on a bus route, and other identifi ers 
requested by the state. Last year alone, the 
district recorded 3,752 bus stops.

As state laws and regulations change, 
auditors often make suggestions during 
their annual visits to the district on ways 
staff can become even more effi cient with 
their reporting.

“The administrative staff of Puyallup 
School District is a key component to 
the success of your operations,” Rapozo 
said. “The entire district staff has 
consistently expressed sincere interest 
in the results of our audit work and has 
been cooperative throughout the audit 
process. I view our partnership as a 
model for relationships with other 
entities.”

Each student in the program is matched 
with a community volunteer who spends 
45 minutes once a week working with 
them on their reading skills.

The program has expanded this year to 
Karshner Elementary School.

Chris Loftis, executive director of CIS of 
Puyallup, said the money will be used to 
support the program at both schools, in-
cluding the purchase of additional student 
books and materials.

“Bruce Dammeier believes in kids, and he 
believes that what we do at CIS is a good 
way to help kids,” Loftis said. 

Dammeier’s list of volunteer work 
over the past decade is extensive. He 
has served as a member of numerous 
boards or groups including the Francis-
can Foundation at St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
Good Samaritan Community Health Care, 
Tacoma Goodwill Industries, Tacoma Ro-
tary, Young Life, and the City of Puyallup 
Planning Commission. 

He was elected to the school board in 

Kimberly Zipp, senior vice president regional market development 
executive with Bank of America, presents Puyallup School Board 
Director Bruce Dammeier with the “Local Heroes” award during a 
ceremony at the Seattle Art Museum.

photo courtesy of Bank of America

2001, re-elected in 2005, and served the 
past year as its legislative representative.

The Local Heroes honor is one of three 
award categories announced this year 
as part of the foundation’s fourth annual 
“Neighborhood Excellence Initiative” 
(NEI) awards program.

Recognition was also given to local non-
profi t organizations working to promote 
vibrant communities, and to high school 
students with an interest in improving 
their neighborhoods.

“This year’s NEI award recipients show 
the kind of leadership and dedication that 
Bank of America believes is essential to 
the health and vitality of our community,” 
said Washington State (bank) President 
Peter Joers.

“Through this program, our goal is to 
inspire change at the local level,” he 
continued. “By supporting these orga-
nizations and individuals who create 
opportunities in our community every 
day, we are making Washington a better 
place to live.”

Voters have approved a statewide ballot 
measure that supports a simple majority 
vote for school levies.

Certifi ed results from the November 6 
election show EHJR 4204 passed with 
50.61 percent of voters approving the 
measure compared to 49.39 percent 
voting no.

Early election results had showed the 
measure going down to defeat, but the 
numbers dramatically shifted upward in 
the days following the election.

The measure will amend the Washing-
ton State Constitution to change what 
had been a 60 percent supermajority 
requirement for passing school levies to 
a 50-percent-plus-one simple majority. 

The amendment also removes a 40 
percent election validation requirement 
for levy elections. 

The new measure does not apply to 
school bond elections, which will con-
tinue to require a supermajority to pass.

“The passage of this measure is impor-
tant for our district as it will lessen the 
high cost of repeat elections and at the 
same time assure that our taxpayers 
will democratically determine whether 
the funding provided by local levies is 
needed and worthwhile,” said Puyallup 
School Board Director Greg Heath.

The Puyallup School Board passed 
a resolution in October supporting a 
constitutional amendment calling for 
a simple majority passage of school 
levies.

School levies help pay for teachers and 
other expenses not funded or under-
funded by the state. Local levy dollars 
pay for about 20 percent of the total 
revenue needed to maintain current 
levels of the Puyallup School District’s 
programs and operations.

Puyallup School District voters last ap-
proved a school programs and operation 
replacement tax levy in February 2006.

Simple majority bill 
wins voter approval
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2004 school bond

Terry Bergeson, state superintendent of public instruction, talks 
with Wildwood Elementary Principal Glenn Malone and teacher Lisa 
Elliott after the ceremony.

Progress continues on Aylen Junior High School rebuild
Students and staff at Aylen Junior High 
School are watching with eager anticipa-
tion the daily progress of their rebuilt 
school just north of the existing campus.

“They are absolutely looking forward 
to the new building,” said Aylen Junior 
High School Assistant 
Principal Kevin Men-
sonides. “Their excite-
ment continues to build 
as opening day moves 
closer.” 

The Aylen Junior High 
School replacement 
project broke ground 
this past January. Con-
struction is on schedule 
and on budget, and the 
school is slated to open 
in September 2008. 

When complete, the 
rebuilt school will have 
a layout similar to the 
recently rebuilt Kalles 
Junior High School. 

“It will look a lot like Kalles, but the 
colors will be different,” said Project 
Manager Bob Schmitt. “The colors will be 
Aylen colors (red, white, and black).”

The new school is steadily taking shape 
with much of the structural steel and a 
good portion of the roofi ng in place. 

“Overall, progress is going great,” Schmitt 
said.

The concrete bricks that make up the sides 
of the main gym and kitchen area have 
reached full height. Roofi ng in several 

areas is also complete, allowing workers 
to install various mechanical and electrical 
components in the main building. Crews 
are also installing wainscoting.

Having the roof in place helps crews to 
dry out the areas below, Schmitt said. 

Windows, another key 
component in the drying 
process, have been de-
livered to the construc-
tion site.

Beginning next month 
and continuing through 
May, Schmitt said he ex-
pects the gym roof to be 
completed and to have 
all the cement block ex-
terior sections in place. 
“By then, we should be 
done with the exterior 
siding,” he said.

Crews will also continue 
working on the interior 
of the building, includ-

ing the installation of cabinets and other 
classroom necessities. “We should be well 
into ordering furniture for the building,” 
Schmitt said.

The decision to rebuild both Kalles and 
Aylen was made to reduce costs and mini-
mize the interruptions students could face 
during a remodel. Both projects are being 
funded from the voter-approved 2004 
school bond.

The two-story school will feature wings 
to house each grade level. Science 
classrooms have been designed around a 
newly adopted junior high school science 
curriculum.

Grouping grade levels has several ben-
efi ts, Mensonides said.

“The nice thing about the new design is it 
allows for more opportunities for team-
ing,” he said. In some areas, folding walls 
can be pulled back and classrooms com-
bined for large group instruction or team 
teaching opportunities.

Grouping classrooms by grade level also 
means students do not have to travel as far 
between classes, Mensonides said.

“There are a lot of benefi ts to the design 
of the new building, and we are very ex-
cited to implement changes to benefi t our 
students,” he said.

New junior high school boundaries are 
scheduled to take effect in September 2008 
to coincide with the opening of both Aylen 
and Glacier View junior high schools. To 
learn more about the new boundaries, 
visit the Puyallup School District Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourschools/
juniorhigh/.

Construction of the Aylen Junior High School replacement is on 
schedule for the September 2008 opening. Much of the structural 
steel and roofi ng is in place.

Distinction – 2007 State Superintendent’s 
Learning Improvement Award.”

In a congratulatory letter to Superinten-
dent Tony Apostle, Bergeson wrote that 
the award celebrates the top 5 percent 
of the state’s 2,500 elementary, middle, 
and high schools that met this year’s 
state learning targets and demonstrated 
outstanding improvement in reading and 
math. 

Apostle attended the awards ceremony 
and said, “This is a tremendous honor 
for our school district to have three 
schools recognized by the Offi ce of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction as 
Schools of Distinction. It further serves 
as a tribute to our staff members who 
are working harder than ever before to 
improve student achievement.

“I am, indeed, very proud of these 
students and staff, as well as the stu-
dents’ parents in these three schools, and 
look forward to increasing the number 
of schools that will receive this highly 
coveted award in the future.”

Assistant Superintendent of Student 
Learning and Instructional Support Jay 
Reifel, Executive Director of Elementary 
School Leadership Lynne Rosellini, and 
Puyallup School Board Director Diana 
Seeley also attended the ceremony along 
with 15 staff members from the three 
winning schools.

Fruitland, Hunt, and Wildwood were 
among 51 elementary schools selected 
for the honor statewide. The award was 
also given to 20 middle schools and 15 
high schools.

To be considered for the award, each 
school had to meet the current year’s state 
learning targets on the Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning (WASL) in 
reading and math.

Schools that met those targets were then 
evaluated for six-year gains on the state’s 
“Learning Improvement Index.” Because 
the award is based on improvement across 
a six-year period, only results from grades 
four, seven, and 10 were used because 
they are the only grade levels with six 
years of trend data.

“We created this award to honor and cel-
ebrate the amazing progress schools have 
made — and continue to make — in help-
ing our students acquire the knowledge 
and skills that will serve them the rest of 
their lives,” Bergeson said. 

Principals at all three schools point to ef-
fective teaching, a well-defi ned curriculum, 
interventions to help struggling students, 
and the use of district instructional coaches 
who support teachers with developing cur-
riculum and modeling lessons, as some of 
the keys to their schools’ success.

To learn more about gains made by stu-
dents districtwide on the 2007 WASL in 
reading, writing, math, and science, visit 
the Puyallup School District page on the 
OSPI Web site at www.k12.wa.us.

To view additional photos from the 
awards ceremony in Des Moines and the 
Puyallup School Board meeting, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. Point to Our District, click Awards 
and Recognitions, and then click Student 
Recognitions.

QUEST is a program for highly capable 
elementary students in the Puyallup 
School District.

First-grade students with a parent form 
on fi le will be administered ability 
and achievement tests at the QUEST 
building in January. Parent and teacher 
evaluations, student work samples, and 
ability and achievement test scores are 
considered by the Student Selection 
Committee to determine which students 
will benefi t most from placement in the 
program.

Selected fi rst-grade students will begin 
attending pullout classes the second 
semester of the year.

In the pullout program, selected stu-
dents spend one full day per school 
week at the enrichment center located 
behind Maplewood Elementary.

The goal of this program is to provide 
challenges for students of high ability, 
academic aptitude, or unique creative 
thinking ability.

Staff, parents, students, and community 
members can make student referrals to 
QUEST. “Parent Permission for Assess-
ment” forms, available at all elementary 
schools or the QUEST offi ce, must be 
completed by the parent and submitted 
to QUEST before the selection process 
can take place.

For more information, contact the 
QUEST offi ce at (253) 841-8751 or 
visit the school district QUEST Web 
page at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
studentlearning/programs/quest.cfm.

Schools of Distinction
continued from page 1

QUEST testing dates 
set for fi rst graders
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Science classrooms are upgraded to meet curriculum needs 

Ballou Junior High School science teacher Hali Hill teaches ninth 
graders about light and sound. Junior high science classrooms at 
Ballou, Edgemont, Ferrucci, and Stahl were upgraded this year to 
support a new hands-on science curriculum.

Junior high school science classrooms 
are getting a signifi cant upgrade this year 
as students work with a new hands-on 
curriculum that demands more space and 
equipment to support student learning.

Science classrooms have been expanded 
this fall at Stahl, Ferrucci, and Ballou 
junior high schools. Upgraded equip-
ment has been installed in these expanded 
classrooms and in the existing rooms at 
Edgemont Junior High.

The new Kalles Junior High, which 
opened in September, already features 
new science labs. The new Glacier View 
and rebuilt Aylen junior high schools, 
which are still under construction, will 
also feature upgraded science labs when 
they open in fall 2008. 

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy 
Fyles said more advanced science class-
room equipment, including additional 
fume hoods, cabinets, and corrosion-
resistant countertops, were necessary 
to support the district’s newly adopted 
science curriculum.

The upgraded classrooms make the junior 
high science facilities comparable to high 
school lab spaces, he said.

The new science curriculum is called 
“Active Physical Science” and empha-
sizes hands-on learning to help students 
learn science concepts.

“The research shows us that when you 
have a fi rsthand experience which you can 
later connect to the reading, the likelihood 
is far greater that you will have a long-term 
retention of that learning,” said Director of 
Student Learning Andrew Schwebke.

Many of the upgrades in the older junior 
high schools were installed during the 
summer, but some will have to wait until 
winter break. In some junior high schools, 

Fyles said additional gas line connections 
and new countertops will be installed dur-
ing winter break. The upgrades should be 
complete by the time students return for 
second semester, while some fi nal installa-
tions will be completed over the summer.

Schwebke said the decision to upgrade 
science classrooms was made “for the 
safety of students and so that every stu-
dent would have a high-quality experience 

with science in the district.” The upgrades 
were funded with state match money (see 
related article below).

The new science curriculum, he said, 
requires safe and functional lab space so 
that all students have access. Many of 
the experiments, he said, cannot be done 
safely without water, sinks, and acid-resis-
tant countertops.

Hali Hill, a science teacher at Ballou 
Junior High School, said the upgraded 
labs and curriculum gives teachers “more 
ability to get usable materials and real-life 
materials into students’ hands.”

Recently, Hill’s ninth-grade students 
participated in a unit focused on light 
and sound. During the unit, students 
learned about color frequencies, sound 
waves, and the effects of light and 
shadow. Students also produced a 
video to demonstrate what they learned 
in the unit.

The additional classroom space allowed 
students to be grouped for the light and 
sound unit, which in turn encouraged 
group problem-solving.

Student Westin Lennox said hands-on 
science work is far superior to simply 
reading material in a textbook. “I learn 
better when we do experiments like this,” 
Lennox said. “When you see it, you re-
member more.”

From creating the new Edgerton Elemen-
tary to replacing a junior high school 
like Kalles, state match funds can aid the 
Puyallup School District’s construction 
efforts. Figuring out just how much the 
state will match and when those funds 
will be available, however, can be a 
complex task. 

Executive Director of Facilities Rudy 
Fyles said the district must meet several 
criteria in order to receive matching 
funds from the state.

School districts must pass bonds before 
they are eligible for state matching funds, 
Fyles said. An eligibility formula, which 
includes factors such as student enroll-

ment and square 
footage per student, 
helps determine 
which districts can 
receive state funding.

“It is a very complex 
calculation, with nu-
merous variables that 
change over time,” 
Fyles said.

Debra Aungst, assistant superintendent 
of education support, said it is important 
to note that state match contributions are 
only available when voters approve a 
school bond and even then not all proj-
ects may qualify for state match funding.

“One is contingent on the other,” she said.

With the passage of the 2004 bond, the 
Puyallup School District was eligible 
for matching funds for new construc-
tion projects like Edgerton and Carson 
elementary schools.

Remodel and replacement projects, in-
cluding the Meeker Elementary remodel 
and additions, as well as the Kalles and 
Aylen junior high school replacements, 
were also subject to a similar eligibility 
formula.

State match funds aid school 
district’s construction efforts

While state match funds contribute to the 
district’s projects, the majority of construc-
tion costs are paid with bond proceeds.

“The state does not come close to paying 
for all of it,” Fyles said, adding the state 
will determine its match funds based on 
cost allowances which differ dramatically 
from the actual construction costs.

Also, he said, state match funds are re-
leased only once a year, which can create 
issues during construction.

Until the district receives a match commit-
ment form, Fyles said there are no guaran-
tees regarding the state match funding, and 
that commitment doesn’t come until bids 
have been opened.

With the uncertainty surrounding both the 
amount and timing of state match funding, 
Fyles said the district asks for the total cost 
of a project when placing a bond before 
voters.

Aungst added there are no guarantees that 
state match funds will be available when a 
district needs them. Since the state’s eligi-
bility formulas change from year to year, 
there are also no guarantees on the amount 
a district might receive.

Some school districts have put out bonds 
for only their estimated portion of the 
construction costs, assuming state match 
funds will cover the rest. Fyles called 
such action very risky considering the 
uncertainty involved with state match 
funds.

“If you budget to receive state matching 
funds but ultimately don’t receive that full 

Jodi Franks uses an interactive white board to teach a lesson to fi fth 
and sixth graders in the QUEST program for highly capable students 
at Meeker Elementary. State match money was used to help pay for 
the school remodel. 

“It is really a mechanism to provide some assistance to 
projects voters have already approved through a bond 
measure.”

Debra Aungst

amount, you might not be able to deliver 
on what was promised to voters, and that 
is just not acceptable,” Fyles said.

It would be unwise, he said, to promise 
a building only to discover there is not 
enough funding.

If state match funds become available, 
Aungst said the district has the option 
to use those funds for upgrades or other 
much-needed projects.

State match funds were used this year, for 
example, to upgrade science classrooms 
at the junior high level (see related story 
above for more information).

In addition, Carson and Edgerton ele-
mentary schools were originally designed 
to house 500 students each, Aungst said. 
By using state match money, the district 
was able to expand both schools to house 
750 students each in order to respond to 

accelerated growth.

State match funds can also help the dis-
trict speed up construction projects.

With both Aylen and Kalles junior high 
schools scheduled to be rebuilt next to the 
existing buildings, Aungst said the district 
faced some challenges in providing stu-
dents with usable athletic fi elds.

State match funds were used to improve 
the athletic fi elds at Ferrucci Junior High, 
giving Kalles and Aylen students a local 
alternative for athletic fi elds.

Thanks to the state match funds, both 
Kalles and Aylen junior high projects 
could be built during the same time frame, 
putting Aylen a year ahead of the district’s 
original schedule.

While the state match funds provide some 
measure of aid and fl exibility, Aungst said 
the district depends on voters to authorize 
bond measures in order to become eligible 
for the state’s assistance.

“It is really a mechanism to provide some 
assistance to projects voters have already ap-
proved through a bond measure,” she said.

Rudy Fyles
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Students across the district recently sent 
a message that they’re not interested in 
doing drugs. Several schools took part in 
Red Ribbon Week, a week-long program 
promoting healthy choices and avoiding 
drugs.

Students at Firgrove Elementary took the 
hands-on approach, dipping their hands 
in paint to place on banners. The ban-
ners carried the message “These Hands 
Will Not Touch Drugs” with the students’ 
handprints and names. The banners were 
displayed around the school’s gymnasium.

Near the front entrance, students each 
planted red tulip bulbs to commemorate 
Red Ribbon Week.

Later that week, members of the Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Department and Central 
Pierce Fire and Rescue paid a visit. Stu-
dents got a chance to examine a police car, 
with some invited to sit inside.

“That was the coolest thing ever,” fi rst 
grader Ben Husarik said of the up-close 
experience.

Firefi ghters were also on hand to show-
case some of the tools and equipment they 
use when people need help. One fi re-
fi ghter encouraged students to “ooh and 
ahh” as various pieces of equipment were 
shown. The demonstration was capped off 
by sounding the fi re engine siren, which 
drew applause and cheers from Firgrove 
students.

Annual Red Ribbon Week unites students against drugs
At Aylen Junior High School, students 
showed their support with red wristbands 
carrying the inscription “Show Good 
Character by Being Drug Free.” Students 
also signed their names on paper “bricks” 
to be placed on the cafeteria wall display 
entitled “Building a Foundation for a 
Healthy Life – Drug Free.” Throughout 
the school, red ribbons and banners deco-
rated posts, beams, and trees.

Aylen students Sam Knudson and Christi-
na Evensen created a poster with a Tootsie 
Roll theme. The poster encouraged stu-
dents to “be a ‘roll’ model.”

Stahl Junior High students also created 
posters for Red Ribbon Week and several 
were displayed throughout the halls and 
stairwells.

Local musician Lamar Hudson took part 
in Red Ribbon Week, performing and 
speaking at Walker High School. In ad-
dition to a musical performance, Hudson 
took time to tell stories of friends and 
family members whose lives were de-
railed by drugs and gangs.

Hudson urged students to remain in con-
trol of their lives and not relinquish that 
control to drugs.

“You have to look at your life as a vehicle 
and you’re the driver,” he said. If you al-
low drugs into your life, he added, they’ll 
soon take over “and you’re just along for 
the ride.”

Photos from top: Aylen Junior High School students (from left) Julie 
Sasak, Reanna Trejos, Gayle Henneberry, and Kayla Long stand 
in front of a wall of paper bricks signed by students committed to 
“Building a Foundation for a Healthy Life — Drug Free.” Walker High 
School students talk with guest speaker and musician Lamar Hudson.
Firgrove Elementary fi rst graders Ava Edmonds and Ben Husarik dip 
their hands in paint to place on banners. The banners carried the 
message “These Hands Will Not Touch Drugs” and were displayed 
around the school’s gymnasium on the last day of Red Ribbon Week 
in October. For more photos from Red Ribbon Week, visit the school 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click 
More District News.

Wildwood Elementary School students 
recently took part in a worldwide event 
to promote personal safety and fi tness.

Nearly 100 students, parents, and staff 
members walked or biked from their 
homes to school, waving signs and 
holding up banners to promote the 
event.

Many of the participants assembled at 
the Wildwood Park baseball fi eld and 
walked as a large group to school.

Members of the Puyallup Police 
Department helped escort the students 
safely to Wildwood.

Offi cers walked alongside the students 
as they crossed 23rd Avenue Southeast 
and into one of the school’s neigh-
borhood entrances. Along the way, 
they reminded the students about the 
importance of staying on the sidewalk 
and looking in both directions before 
crossing a street.

Assistant Principal Almai Malit-Idler 
said while the event helps promote 

safety, other benefi ts emerge from walk-
ing to school. “We connect it to personal 
safety and personal fi tness,” she said.

The event, known as International Walk 
to School Day, featured an estimated 
5,000 schools nationwide and schools in 
40 countries around the world. This is the 
second consecutive year that Wildwood 
has participated.

Staff, parents, and volunteers were joined 
by members of Safe Kids Pierce County, 
FedEx, the City of Puyallup, and the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department 
in organizing the event.

Walking to and from the school will soon 
become safer thanks to a grant awarded 
by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation this past June.

Malit-Idler said the grant is about “mak-
ing improvements that would create safe 
routes to school.”

Therese Pasquier, a parent volunteer at 
Wildwood, said the roughly $250,000 
grant, awarded in partnership with the 

City of Puyallup, will help add a number 
of safety improvements to the school.

In addition to more walkways, low-level 
lighting will help provide better visibility 
for students crossing streets to get to the 
school.

The main entrance, located off of Wild-
wood Park Drive, will also be improved 
to let drivers know a school is nearby and 
they should slow down.

“We’re going to put in fl ashing beacons to 
make it more visible,” Pasquier said.

Students join ‘Walk to School Day’

For the second consecutive year, Wildwood Elementary students 
participate in the International Walk to School Day to promote 
personal safety and fi tness.
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examine how the millipede 
adapts to a change in the 
habitat.

The students wore plas-
tic gloves to transfer the 
animal onto a cold pack, 
and then timed how fast it 
moved when placed on a 
large piece of paper.

“Our hypothesis was wrong,” 
said student Kyle McNally. 
“We thought it would move 
slower on the ice. This is the 
fastest millipede I’ve ever 
seen! It went 85 centimeters 
in 30 seconds.”

Trainings held this summer 
and throughout the school 
year help teachers learn 
how to use the items in the 
kits. Instructional coaches 
also provide additional sup-
port by modeling lessons, 
co-teaching, or helping 
teachers set up materials.

Students in Kathy Gui-
mond’s second-grade class 
at Hunt Elementary recently 
completed their unit on 
painted lady butterfl ies.

The shipment of butterfl ies arrived at the 
classroom in the larvae (caterpillar) stage, 
along with mallow plants as food. As 
the larvae grew, it eventually formed the 
chrysalis, which was secured to the top of 
a box surrounded on all sides with large 
viewing holes covered in clear plastic.

Sioan Nelson was one of the lucky ones to 
actually see her butterfl y emerge from its 

including a logical transition to what 
students will learn in junior high, said 
Andrew Schwebke, director of student 
learning.

The kits are fi lled with all of the equip-
ment and supplies a teacher needs for a 
class to work on the experiments as they 
relate to physical, earth, and life science.

Live animals in the new life science kits 
are shipped separately, and school offi ces 
are alerted when a shipment is imminent.

The kits that were introduced in 2005-06 
focus on physical science. In fi rst grade, 
for example, students study and experi-
ment with solids and liquids, while sixth 

chrysalis just minutes before she headed 
out to recess. “It had wings, and it looked 
kind of soggy when it fi rst came out,” she 
said as she pointed to her newly emerged 
painted lady. “It’s pretty.”

Later in the day, Guimond had her stu-
dents create a butterfl y life cycle wheel 
featuring their own crayon drawings of the 
various stages of the butterfl y. Hands went 
up around the room as Guimond asked 
students to explain each stage. “You can 

take these wheels home and explain this to 
your parents,” she said. 

The same day that the butterfl ies emerged 
at Hunt, fourth graders in Jonelle Stans-
bury’s class at Pope Elementary learned 
an important lesson of their own.

Many of the African dwarf frogs died 
early on in the nine-week unit.

“We’ve had some great discussions, and 
some tears,” Stansbury said just hours 
after another frog died. “We have brain-
stormed and researched about possible 
causes, such as the water source, tempera-
ture in the classroom, or lighting.”

The students’ questions and problem-solv-
ing tie directly into one of the concepts of 
the unit, which teaches students how ani-
mals develop behaviors and structures that 
help them adapt to their habitats. When 
the habitat changes, some animals survive, 
while others die or move to new locations.

Later in the day Stansbury had her stu-
dents observe their fi ddler crabs. “Really 
look at your crab,” Stansbury said. “They 
are intricate beings, and I want you to 
look at it from different angles and be as 
scientifi c as you can with your drawing. 
Remember scientists try to be as accurate 
as possible.”

There is no question, Stansbury said, that 
her students are hooked on science.

“I love their enthusiasm with it,” she said. 
“They are absolutely ready and excited 
about science all of the time.”

graders learn about magnets and motors. 
Last year, the kits supported lessons about 
earth science such as rocks and minerals 
in third grade, land and water in fourth 
grade, and ecosystems in fi fth grade.

This year, life science kits range from 
teaching students about the life cycle of 
butterfl ies in second grade to the inves-
tigation of inanimate objects and living 
specimens in fi fth grade.

Students learn that an organism’s behavior 
and physical structure are part of a system 
that includes interrelationships with the 
environment. They also explore the char-
acteristics that enable humans to survive 
in a variety of habitats.

Students in Michelle Shula’s fourth-grade 
class at Hunt Elementary found surprising 
results when they did a controlled test to 

Photo at right: Hilltop Elementary School student Jaden Peterson 
shares his Science Fair project last spring with volunteer judge 
Terry Ryan.

Emily Dever prepares to time how 
fast a millipede moves after being 
placed on a cold pack in Michelle 
Shula’s fourth-grade class at Hunt 
Elementary.

Hunt Elementary School second graders Ashleigh Steever and Brooke 
Gray observe painted lady butterfl ies during a life science lesson in 
Kathy Guimond’s class.

Parents and students throughout the school district are invited to attend a community 
night designed to help students be successful in creating science fair projects.

This free event is scheduled from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. January 8, 2008 in the Exposition 
Hall at the Puyallup Fairgrounds. Participants are asked to enter the fairgrounds 
through the 9th Avenue S.W. Exposition Hall entrance.

The event will include information on how to select a science fair topic, identify a 
testable question, design an experiment, and create a display, said Judy Faubion, dis-
trict science instructional coach.

Each year hundreds of students participate in the annual district Science Fair, which 
coincides with the Spring Fair. For more information, contact Faubion at Northwood 
Elementary School, (253) 841-8740.

Science Community Night set January 8

Pope Elementary School fourth-grade teacher Jonelle Stansbury observes fi ddler 
crabs with students (from left) Stephanie Warner, Cameron Luke, Alona Kubay, and 
(back to camera) Bradley Ragainis.
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For much of his life, Raymond Wadley had thought of 
becoming part of the armed forces. Now, the 2004 Walker 
High School graduate has turned those aspirations into 
reality working for the U.S. Air Force.

When he was younger, Wadley said he was unsure 
which branch of the military he wanted to join. Having 
a father who had a pilot’s license and enjoyed fl ying, 
Wadley said he eventually settled on joining the Air 
Force.

“I just grew up around that,” he said. “That pretty much 
infl uenced my decision.”

For his senior project at Walker, Wadley said he chose 
to focus on the Air Force, specifi cally Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs).

“UAVs are a big part of future aviation,” he said.

Wadley had already read about the use of the unmanned 
vehicles and seen programs discussing them, so focusing 
on UAVs was an easy choice.

“I chose them for my senior project because they were 
already something I had interest and a fair amount of 
knowledge in,” Wadley said.

Wadley joined the Air Force in 2005 and currently works 
at the National Air and Space Intelligence Center at Lack-
land Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.

Tom Tanaka, senior analyst of Space and Network Analy-
sis and Integration, praised Wadley’s work ethic and 
quick learning ability. Tanaka served as his supervisor 

while Wadley’s boss was deployed to Iraq.

Working with military intelligence, he said, requires a lot 
of reading and research. Training qualifi cation can take 
three or four months. “He fi nished that up pretty quick,” 
Tanaka said.

While he has seen some young people more interested in 
simply getting through the work day as quickly as possible, 

Tanaka said he has not had that problem with Wadley.

“He’s quickly surpassed that,” Tanaka said. “Not only does 
he do the work, he is able to retain the information.”

Wadley’s hard work recently paid off with a promotion to 
Senior Airman.

“He moved up to the next level which is right below a 
noncommissioned offi cer,” Tanaka said. “He is defi nitely 
setting the example to emulate.”

Wadley said his time with the Air Force, especially work-
ing with military intelligence, has helped sharpen his 
analytical skills.

Looking back at his years in the Puyallup School District, 
Wadley said he has positive memories of Walker High 
School and his teachers.

“I was really glad I went there,” he said. “Across the 
board, they were just excellent teachers and helped me 
out whenever I needed it.”

Rachel Johnson, a teacher at Walker High School, said 
Wadley was part of the fi rst senior class she taught in 
2004. “Raymond was an advocate for his peers and a 
delight to have in class,” she said. 

Wherever his career path leads him, Wadley soon expects 
another promotion, to the role of “father.” Wadley and his 
wife, Heather, are expecting their fi rst child next spring. 

“We have pretty much wanted one ever since we got mar-
ried so this is good news for us,” he said.

Walker High School graduate takes off with Air Force

Walker High School graduate Raymond 
Wadley is promoted to Senior Airman with 
the U.S. Air Force.

Building more schools to house a growing student popu-
lation, curbing the dropout rate, and increasing partner-
ships with local businesses are high on newly elected 
school board member Cindy Poysnick’s list of important 
issues facing the school district.

Poysnick, a 25-year resident of South 
Hill, a small business owner, and 
an active school and community 
volunteer, was offi cially sworn into 
the director’s position during the 
December 10 school board meeting.

Certifi ed election results on No-
vember 27 show Poysnick received 
12,735 votes (55.61 percent) com-
pared to challenger Larry Carney’s 
10,037 votes (43.83 percent). She 
replaces Lloyd Freudenstein, who 
decided not to seek re-election.

Incumbents Kathy Affl erbaugh and Diana Seeley also 
won their respective seats in the November 6 election. 
Both ran unopposed.

During a recent interview, Poysnick shared her background, 
her excitement about the newly elected post, and what she 
sees as the most critical issues facing the school district.

The mother of three sons, all of whom attended schools in 
this district, said the biggest issue the district faces is fi nding 
enough classroom space for students to learn effectively, 
especially in the rapidly growing south end of the district.

Poysnick favors asking voters to approve a school bond 
to pay for new schools and said she is eager to begin edu-
cating constituents about the immediate housing needs. 

“We can put a roof over their heads, but we need to have 
manageable classroom sizes where teachers can teach 
and students can learn,” she said. “We really just have to 
build more schools. I’m not for shifting kids all around, 
and that’s not acceptable to parents either.”

Poysnick is also committed to helping students stay in 
school. She said she favors having a task force study 
the issue of high school dropouts and do exit interviews 
with students to examine the reasons why they leave 
school before graduation.

Poysnick wins school board election
“We need to see what we can do to help these kids. My 
focus is on the success of every kid who walks through 
our doors. Without a high school diploma, they are on the 
road to nowhere.”

Building more partnerships with area businesses, includ-
ing securing additional scholarships for students, is also 
high on Poysnick’s to-do list.

This is not new territory for Poysnick, who garnered 
support for numerous student scholarships seven years 
ago for the fi rst graduating class at Emerald Ridge High 
School. She worked on fund-raising as co-president of 
the school’s PRIDE booster club during the school’s fi rst 
two years in operation.

“My biggest goal was to make sure that the fi rst gradu-
ating class had scholarships,” she said. “To me, more 
community investment is one of the best investments we 
can make in our youth. Creating scholarships is one way 
to do that.”

Poysnick and her husband, Dave, have been married 34 
years and have lived in Pierce County since 1978. She 
is president of Rainbow Supply Co., Inc. on South Hill, 
which specializes in selling advertising products and auto 
dealer supplies.

Their three sons, Josh, Dan, and Luke, attended schools 
including Ridgecrest Elementary; Ferrucci and Ballou 
junior high schools; and Rogers, Emerald Ridge, and 
Puyallup high schools. “I wear blue, green, and purple,” 
she quipped in reference to the three high school colors.

The new school board member is a familiar face around 
town, having volunteered in the schools and community 
for more than 20 years.

Poysnick spent 13 years with Boy Scouts, including 
volunteering as a merit badge and Eagle Scout counselor. 
Her awards include Cubmaster of the Year in 1992, Dis-
trict Award of Merit in 1994, and Committee Person of 
the Year in 1996. 

Her volunteer work also includes serving as a youth 
basketball coach, a member of the Puyallup School District’s 

continued on page 9  

Newly appointed staff
Director of Capital Projects
Name: Gary Frentress
Former Position: Administrator 
of Facilities Planning
Previous Positions: Gary 
Frentress joined the district in 
2004. He came to Puyallup from 
Highline School District in Bur-
ien where he was the facilities 
supervisor for four years. Before 
that he was a project engineer in 
private business 
Degree: Bachelor’s degree from 

Iowa State University

Director of Student Learning,
Literacy and Social Studies
Name: Gretchen Peters
Former Position: Special Pro-
grams Facilitator for the Bremer-
ton School District
Previous Positions: Elementary 
school principal for the Bremerton 
and Tacoma school districts; assis-
tant director of special education 
for the Tacoma School District; 
high school principal and director 
of student services for the Vashon 
School District
Degrees: Associate’s degree from Pierce College, 
bachelor’s degree from Central Washington University, 
and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran University

Payroll Administrator
Name: Cathy Porter
Former Position: Payroll Offi cer 
for the Sumner School District
Previous Positions: Payroll tech-
nician for Sumner School District 
and payroll and benefi ts clerk 
in Michigan. Porter also served 
as payroll specialist and unit 
secretary for Memorial Medical 
Center of West Michigan
Education: Attended Mason 

County Central School and West Shore Community 
College in Michigan. Earned Certifi ed School 
Business Specialist payroll certifi cation through the 
Washington Association of School Business Offi cials

Gary 
Frentress

Cindy 
Poysnick

Gretchen 
Peters

Cathy Porter

            Where are they now?
This is the third in a series of articles about the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of 
Connections this year will feature one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and 
photos will chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
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Brouillet students receive gift of reading

Brouillet Elementary School students show off some of the 1,000 
books donated to the school by the Reading Tree literacy outreach 
group in cooperation with Communities In Schools of Puyallup.

March Gladness community service 
program, a member of the 2004 school 
bond citizens committee, a classroom 
volunteer, a former Washington State 
PTA legislative chair, and a volunteer 
lobbyist.

In 2004, Poysnick earned her Associ-
ate of Arts and Sciences degree with 
honors from Pierce College.

Poysnick made her fi rst run for the 
school board in 2005, losing to incum-
bent Greg Heath.

Shortly after learning of this year’s 
election results in her favor, 
Poysnick quickly signed up to attend 
last month’s new board member 
orientation presented by the Wash-
ington State School Directors Asso-
ciation. One of her goals in the fi rst 
six months, she said, is to attend an 
event at every school in the district.

“I am so honored that people have 
entrusted me to do the right thing 
for them, their students, and their 
schools. I am eager to join the board, 
learn, and listen.”

continued from page 8

Poysnick wins 
school board seat in 
November election

Technology students win recognition

A community book drive at their neigh-
borhood Wal-Mart store has resulted in 
1,000 books being put in the hands of 
Brouillet Elementary students.

Principal Lisa Berry announced during a 
schoolwide assembly last month that each 
student would receive a book donated by 
the Reading Tree literacy outreach group 
and Wal-Mart through Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup.

“Books are the key to just about anything 
you want to do or learn about,” Berry told 
students. “This gift of books is coming to 
you from the community.”

Reading Tree Regional Director Tyler 
Hincy said the organization set up blue 
book collection bins at the Wal-Mart 
store near 168th Street East and Meridian 
Avenue East.

The program invites community members 
to get involved by donating books they no 
longer need to Communities In Schools to 
be given to local elementary school-aged 
children.

Donations included books for a variety 
of age levels, including popular classics 
like Dr. Suess’s “Green Eggs and Ham” 
and large, activity-fi lled titles like “The 
Fantastic Rainy Day Book.”

Hincy said the books given to Brouillet 
represent between three and four months 
of donations at Wal-Mart.

The bin will remain at area stores year-
round, Hincy said, adding that he hopes 
to make quarterly book presentations 
in the school district and surrounding 
community. Last month, the group also 
donated nearly 1,400 books to Puyallup 
Giftmakers.

Donated books at Brouillet were sorted by 
grade level before they were delivered to 
teachers, Berry said. At that point, the 615 
students could each select a title of their 
choice, with the remaining books divided 
among the classrooms.

Representatives from each of the groups 
involved with the book drive were on 
hand to speak briefl y with students during 
the school assembly.

Hincy encouraged each of the students to 
take their book home and read with their 
families.

Wal-Mart’s Personnel Manager Martha 
Battle said, “We are proud to be a part of 
the community here.”

Chris Loftis, executive director of Com-
munities In Schools of Puyallup, also 
attended the school assembly, thanked 
Reading Tree for its generous donation, 
and spoke about the importance of giving 
to the community and having the commu-
nity give back.

Reading Tree donation bins can be 
found throughout Pierce County. 
Locally, the group has bins at the South 
Hill Mall, Callaway Fitness (4301 S. 
Meridian St.), Rite Aid (11220 Canyon 
Rd. E.), Safeway (11501 Canyon Rd. E.), 
and both Wal-Mart stores on South Hill 
(16502 Meridian Ave. E., and 310 31st 
Ave. S.E.).

In September 2008, Glacier View 
Junior High and the new Aylen Junior 
High will open their doors to students 
for the fi rst time.  

In preparation for this day, the Puyallup 
School District Junior High Boundary 
Committee, comprised of parents and 
staff, established new boundaries for all 
of the district’s junior high schools.

This work, which was completed in fall 
2006, looked at the entire district and 
established boundaries consistent with 
natural feeder patterns, neighborhood 
boundaries, transportation boundaries, 
expected growth, and walking patterns.

Beginning in September 2008, each of 
the district’s seven junior high schools 
will assume these new boundaries and 
students will be expected to attend 
their attendance area school.  

In the past, the district has allowed 
students to apply for waivers to many 
of the junior high schools to balance 
population and alleviate growth prob-
lems specifi c to South Hill. With the 
opening of the new schools, however, 
it is now possible to balance enroll-
ments at each grade level and create 
neighborhood schools once again.

While the waiver process will still exist, 
it will be limited to components speci-
fi ed in Board Policy 3131. The policy 
is available on the school district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the 
Home page, point to Our District, click 
Board Policies, click Students (3000 Se-
ries), then scroll down to 3131 District 
Attendance Area Transfers.

New attendance area maps are avail-
able at each junior high school. Copies 
of these maps are also available on the 
school district Web site. On any page 
on the district Web site, point to Our 
Schools, click Maps & Directions, and 
then click the 2008 Junior High School 
Attendance Boundary Map link.

New junior high 
boundaries

Kayleigha Holten, a sophomore at Emer-
ald Ridge High School, has been recog-
nized for her aptitude in computers and 
technology.

The National Center 
for Women and Infor-
mation Technology 
(NCWIT) recently 
awarded Holten with 
the Award for Aspira-
tions in Computing.

The award is given 
out twice each year 
to students nomi-
nated by school staff 
and administrators. 

NCWIT awards nominees who show 
outstanding aptitude and interest in the 
computer technology fi eld.

Holten said she heard about the award from 
her advisor and was encouraged to apply.

“I was totally surprised,” she said about 
the announcement that she had received 
the award. Holten received a $500 cash 
prize and an engraved plaque.

Her advisor, Maija Thiel, said Holten has 
demonstrated her leadership at Emerald 
Ridge through her school activities and 
classroom participation.

“Kayleigha is a well-rounded, successful 
student with a strong drive to achieve her 
goals and serve her community,” Thiel said.

Holten said computer technology was just 
one of her many interests when she ap-

plied for the award. “I’ve always been into 
all kinds of things,” she said.

Receiving the NCWIT award, however, 
has helped further that interest.

Holten said she was impressed what other 
award recipients were doing with technology.

As for her career aspirations, Holten said 
she’s thought about combining her inter-
ests in art and technology.

“I’ve thought about being a graphic art-
ist,” she said.

Thiel said she is looking forward to see-
ing what Holten does in the future. “I 
am excited to see how she will integrate 
her passion for technology into her high 
school career and beyond,” she said.

No matter the career choice, Holten said 
even getting a basic technology degree 
could advance almost anyone’s career.

“There are just so many things you can 
do,” Holten said.

While many students make plans for road 
trips with family and friends during sum-
mer breaks, Puyallup High School Senior 
Justin Maghirang spent his summer plan-
ning a trip to Mars.

Maghirang took part in a summer residen-
cy hosted by the Washington Aerospace 
Scholars Program. During the residency, 
Maghirang and more than 90 other stu-
dents from across the state converged on 

the Museum of Flight in Seattle to design 
a human mission to the red planet.

The six-day residency allowed students 
to work together and collaborate with 
engineers and scientists. Maghirang was 
part of a team called “Working There,” 
which helped design experiments to be 
conducted on Mars. 

The summer residency was the second 
part of the two-phase Washington Aero-
space Scholars program.

Beginning this past January, Maghirang 
said he took part 
in phase one — an 
online-based learning 
unit that emphasized 
design and math.

The curriculum, 
which was designed 
by NASA, included 
studying the space 
shuttle, the Interna-
tional Space Station, 
and missions to the 
moon and Mars.

With his eyes on the University of Wash-
ington, Maghirang said he wants to turn 
his aerospace interests into a career.

“I want to go to college to be an aerospace 
engineer,” he said.

His interests in aviation developed early 
thanks, in large part, to his father, Maghi-
rang said.

“For some reason, since I was a little kid, 
he always took me to air shows,” he said. 
“I have been interested in airplanes ever 
since.”
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Puyallup High School
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In-District Student Transfer

In-district students who wish to attend a 
school other than their attendance area 
school for the 2008-2009 school year 
need to submit their Intra-District Trans-
fer Application by January 10, 2008.

Transfer applications are available in 
the main offi ce at all schools or from the 
receptionist at the district offi ce. Elemen-
tary applications should be submitted to 
the resident school principal.

Junior high and high school applica-
tions should be submitted to Casey Cox, 
executive director of secondary school 
leadership, at 302 2nd St. S.E., Puyallup, 
WA 98372. It is the parent’s responsibil-
ity to make sure the applications are sent 
to this address. 

In the past, some schools have reached 
enrollment capacity and have been un-
able to accept intra-district transfers. 

School transfer applications due January 10

Program challenges students to understand, accept each other

Again, this is a possibility for the 2008-
2009 school year. 

The transfer application is an annual 
process that must be completed whether a 
student is already on a transfer or not. For 
additional information on secondary trans-
fers, contact Kathleen Heckman at (253) 
841-8771. For information on elementary 
transfers, contact Diane Gustin at (253) 
841-8796.

Out-of-District Student Choice

Students who live out of the district and 
are currently enrolled in the Puyallup 
School District must complete a “Non-
Resident Enrollment Application.” A 
release from the resident school district is 
required and must accompany the applica-
tion form. Release from a resident district 
and acceptance into a non-resident district 
must be sought on an annual basis.

Completed junior high and high school 

forms are returned to Cox. Completed 
elementary forms are returned to Lynne 
Rosellini, executive director of elemen-
tary school leadership, at 302 2nd St. 
S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372 no later than 
4 p.m. on January 10, 2008 for optimal 
consideration.

Due to enrollments, many schools are 
closed to out-of-district students. Parents 
need to check before completing the ap-
plication process. For additional informa-
tion on junior high and high school trans-
fers, contact Heckman. For information 
on elementary transfers, contact Gustin.

Athletic Eligibility for Transfer 
Students

Any student who requests a transfer to 
a school other than his or her resident 
school two or more times is ineligible 
to participate in varsity athletics for one 
calendar year from the date of fi rst atten-
dance in the new school.

Outside, curious students peeked through 
taped-up windows, trying to fi gure out 
what was going on inside their gym. 
Inside, more than a hundred students 
gathered together to change the way they 
looked at each other and themselves.

Students at Rogers and Emerald Ridge 
high schools recently took part in an in-
ternational program called Challenge Day, 
which aims to make students feel safe and 
welcomed. The program is increasing in 
popularity, especially after being high-
lighted on the Oprah Winfrey Show.

At each school, students of various ages 
and ethnicities gathered in the gym for a 
full day of activities with national Chal-
lenge Day facilitators Mzima Scadeng and 
Justin Trahant.

Before the activities began, Scadeng asked 
the students to look around the room and 
think about the judgments they make 
about classmates they don’t know.

Scadeng also asked students to look 
around for former friends and ask them-
selves why they aren’t friends anymore.
When people see someone new or differ-
ent, Scadeng said we start judging each 
other and applying stereotypes about each 
other.

Instead of seeing someone as different, 
she said, we should start looking at each 
other as potential new friends.

“Think about how you would normally 

Emerald Ridge High student Carlo Creek (above left) helps lead an 
activity with Challenge Day facilitator Justin Trahant. (Photo below, 
from left): Emerald Ridge High career specialist Patti McMullen, 
students Shiree Espinoza, Steven Cruz, and Yunise Rodriguez, and 
teacher Brad Mirk race toward the center of the gym during Challenge 
Day.

HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview 
set for February 6
The Puyallup School District invites 
parents and/or guardians of elemen-
tary students to preview the district’s 
approved Human Growth and Develop-
ment and HIV/AIDS curriculum for 
students in grades four, fi ve, and six.

The preview will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, February 6, 2008 in 
the Puyallup High School commons, 
105 Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.  Par-
ents wishing to exclude their child from 
the HIV/AIDS curriculum required by 
the state must preview this curriculum 
and sign an exclusion form. 

Questions or concerns may be shared 
during this parent information meet-
ing, with a child’s teacher, or by calling 
the offi ce of Rick Wells, director of 
athletics, health, and fi tness at (253) 
841-8785.

treat each other and think about how you 
would treat each other if this were the best 
day of your life,” she said. “This could 
be the best day of your life if you make it 
that.”

The day was fi lled with activities that 
called for students and adult volunteers to 
interact with other students they may not 
have met before.

Among the activities was a race, where 
Trahant called out criteria such as “people 
who drove to school this morning.”

Students who fi t into the criteria had to 
run across the gym and fi nd a new seat, 
preferably next to someone they didn’t 
know so they could meet others in the 
room. The last person to fi nd a seat had to 
step up to a microphone and choose the 
next criteria.

Other activities called for students to 
partner with classmates they didn’t know 
and discuss topics including embarrassing 
moments with each other.

There were serious moments during the 
day as well. Scadeng talked about the 
diffi culty she experienced being biracial. 
With an English mother and an African-
American father, Scadeng talked about 
how a friend or a family member would 
tease her about not being black or white.

“I’m not white enough to be white. I’m 
not black enough to be black,” Scadeng 
said. “Where do I belong?”

Scadeng said even though the comments 
about not being black or white enough 
were said in a teasing or joking manner, 
they still hurt. Sometimes, she added, 
people get used to being teased and even 
laugh it off while they may be hurting on 
the inside.

Students were also 
encouraged to step 
outside their comfort 
zones. Trahant used 
a small blue square 
placed on the gym fl oor 
to demonstrate the 
concept.

Inside the square, Trah-
ant said he felt safe 
and secure, but he also 
said he couldn’t stay in 
there forever.

“You can only be as big 
as your comfort zone,” 
he told students.

He added that as 
students try new things 
and connect with new 
people, their comfort 
zone grows.

One of the participat-
ing students, Rachel 

Donaldson of Rogers, said she wasn’t sure 
what to think of the program at fi rst.

Before the event, Donaldson said all she 
knew was that she’d be in the gym among 
fellow students she didn’t know.

“I kind of thought it was going to be really 
awkward,” she said, adding she didn’t 
really talk to classmates she didn’t know 
before Challenge Day.

When the day was through, however, 
Donaldson said she felt like she had made 
friends with everyone else in the gym.

“It just made everyone feel so much 
closer,” she said.

Donaldson said the program changed the 
way many people view their school and 
said she recommends the program to other 
schools as well.

“It changed our school a lot,” she said. “I 
view life differently now.”

School administrators also praised Chal-
lenge Day and the effect it’s had on 
students.

“I believe this was an eye-opener for some 
students to see the similarities in one 

continued on page 11
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another,” said Collette Stewart, assistant 
principal at Emerald Ridge High School.

Stewart called Challenge Day a good 
program with an authentic message. “It 
defi nitely impacted our students who 
participated.”

Rick Cox, assistant principal at Rogers 
High School, said he hopes the positive 
impact continues.

Rogers is hoping to start a Challenge Day 
group, he said. More than 80 students 
have already signed up to continue the 
progress they’ve made.

“We’re going to try and keep it going here 
by continuing to meet with kids,” Cox said.

Cox said the school also hopes to bring 
the Challenge Day program back next 
year, possibly for two days instead 
of one.

continued from page 10

Challenge Day

Rogers High students Rachel 
D o n a l d s o n  a n d  J o s e p h 
Householder participate in a 
Challenge Day activity.

“We are working hard in our high schools 
to make a change of acceptance of each 
other,” he said.

Executive Director of Diversity Affairs 
Gerald Denman sat in on the Challenge 
Day sessions at Rogers and Emerald 
Ridge, giving him a fi rsthand look at the 
program’s effect on students.

“I think the impact was immediate,” Den-
man said. “For those that were fortunate 
enough to be a part of Challenge Day, I 
think it changed their lives for the good.”

Denman said the district hopes to bring 
the program to junior high schools next 
year. Puyallup High School will also host 
its own Challenge Day in February.

“It’s a message that all kids should hear,” 
Denman said.

While just a handful of students took part 
in Challenge Day, Denman said he hopes 
the effect carries over to other students.

“Now, they’ve got to take that message to 
the rest of the student body,” he said. “It’s 
just a little trickle, but hopefully it turns 
into a waterfall.”

elaboration,” she said.

The session also focused on the difference 
between layering and listing sentences.

Thoughtful writers, Read said, will layer 
one sentence after another. One sentence 
will lead to questions, which lead into the 
next sentence.

“There is always another place you could 
go. There is always another question you 
could ask,” she said.

At the fi fth- and sixth-grade session, Patti 
Nance and Kris Njos, both instructional 
coaches in literacy, also discussed elabora-
tion and detail.

“Kids are trying to talk about everything. 
Their topic is so broad,” Njos said.

Mark Aguilar, a fi fth-grade teacher at 
Wildwood Elementary, said he appreci-
ates having the teacher workshops. “I will 
get some good ideas to take back to the 
classroom,” he said.

At the high school level, Puyallup High 
School teacher Sandra Coyer led teach-
ers in an activity designed to improve 
persuasive writing skills. Using a drawing 
of a person, who Coyer named “Steve,” 
students could associate various aspects of 
persuasive writing to the body parts.

The original idea for a persuasive essay, 
for example, can be represented by the 
head. Strong supporting arguments are lik-
ened to the shoulders while the strongest 
arguments are linked with the legs.

At Puyallup High School, it was teachers 
teaching teachers as dozens of educators 
gathered for a writing workshop.

The workshop featured breakout sessions 
for teachers, who were grouped in grades 
three and four, fi ve and six, and seven 
through 10.

Kimmie Read, who co-facilitated the 
third- and fourth-grade group with 
instructional coach Louis Tibbs, said the 
goal of the workshops is to give teachers 
tools and tips they can bring back to their 
classrooms.

“We are just trying to give teachers some 
strategies in improving students’ writing,” 
she said.

During the session for third- and fourth-
grade teachers, participants were encour-
aged to write down their current successes 
in the classroom, as well as what they 
want to work on with students in the 
future.

Several groups said they wanted to 
improve students’ elaboration skills and 
include more writing topics of interest to 
the class.

Another group said that while the knowl-
edge within a student is abundant, getting 
them to express it in writing can be chal-
lenging.

Read, who teaches third and fourth grad-
ers at Zeiger Elementary, said she wants 
to help students narrow their focus in their 
writing. “I think we are really focusing on 

Teachers help each other to help improve students’ writing

Associating the structure of a persuasive 
argument with the human body can help 
students remember the individual compo-
nents. “It is just getting that visual inside 
students’ heads,” Coyer said.

The workshop was conducted by the Puy-
allup School District’s writing assessment 
leadership team. The goal of the work-
shops, Read said, is not simply to improve 
test scores, but to foster an appreciation 
for writing. Those who develop a passion 
for writing will likely excel on standard-

ized tests anyway, she added.

“We want good writers who love to write, 
not just someone who can pass a test or 
write to a prompt,” Read said.

A list of tips of how parents can help stu-
dents with writing is on the school district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On 
the Home page, point to Our Community 
and click Family Resources. 

From left, Ridgecrest Elementary teachers Patty Gruver and Tiffany 
Los and Hilltop Elementary teacher DeAnn Whaley take part in a group 
exercise during a writing workshop at Puyallup High School. 

Healthy habits can 
prevent disease and 
spread of infection
Students, parents, and community 
members are reminded that good per-
sonal hygiene can help prevent disease 
and the spread of infections.

With the arrival of the cold and fl u 
season and reports of communicable 
skin infections like MRSA (Methicillin 
Resistant Staphylococcus Aureas), it is 
a good time to review healthy habits.  

The Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department provides a number of sug-
gestions to help decrease the chances of 
becoming ill or contracting an infec-
tion.

For a complete list of these tips, visit 
the school district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, click More District News.

The Karshner Museum recently presented Family Day hosted by the district’s In-
dian Education Program. During the day, students and family members visited with 
members of various Native American groups. Participants viewed a slideshow on the 
history and cultural signifi cance of the Puyallup Tribe, viewed cultural items, and 
participated in hands-on experiences. 

Yakima Tribal members Mose and Debbie Pierre led participants in learning Hand Games, 
a popular Native American game of hiding and then choosing the correct hand holding 
an unmarked game piece. In another room, Navajo Elder Marvin Hannah spoke on the 
“Teachings of the Drum.” Guests also watched loom beading and viewed displays such as 
a rare baby Cradleboard and an exhibit on loan from the state Offi ce of Indian Affairs.

For more information about the school district’s Indian Education Program, 
as well as more photos from Family Day, visit the school district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, point to Student Learning and click 
Specialty Programs.

Photo: Guest Cecilia Lovey-Thompson plays the drum for Family 
Day participant Marlene Davis during a hand game demonstration.

Indian Education Program hosts 
Karshner Museum Family Day
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For the past 21 years, the Puyallup Gift-
makers program has enabled community 
members of all ages to help those in need.

Since 1987, the community-wide program 
has helped thousands of children during 
the holiday season during a two-day gift 
give-away.

Giftmakers supports stu-
dents and families in our 
community during a time 
that can often be stress-
ful,” school counselor and 
Giftmakers volunteer Bev 
Showacy said.

The program includes a 
year’s worth of organiz-
ing and fund-raising by 
students, parents, and 
other community mem-
bers. For two days during 
the holiday season, the 
group opens the Giftmakers “store.” The 
store has been housed in various locations 
over the years and will operate once again 
this year at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
downtown Puyallup.

Families in need are invited to shop for 
new toys, games, books, stockings, stock-
ing stuffers, stuffed animals, school sup-
plies, and other gifts. Gently used warm 
winter clothing, including jackets and 
scarves, are also given away.

Student involvement and leadership 
plays a signifi cant role in the Giftmakers 
program. 

Sam Lynch, a Rogers High School 
senior and Honor Society president, said 
Giftmakers allows students to help fellow 
students. “It gives everybody a chance to 

give back.” The Honor Society recently 
completed a schoolwide school supply 
drive for Giftmakers.

A local mother who has been the recipient 
of the gifts in past years said the program 
helps when money is tight. “It defi nitely 

helped lighten the load.”

She described how a fam-
ily game she received as a 
gift at Giftmakers last year 
has been played through-
out the year. “We prob-
ably have a family game 
night two or three times a 
month,” she said.

Local businesses and 
organizations participate 
in a number of ways, 
including donating time, 
money, or space for dona-
tion drop-offs.

Grannies’ Attic Thrift Shop in Puyallup, 
which collects used clothing and other 
items, donates a portion of its proceeds to 
the Puyallup Giftmakers program.

Store Manager Kat Boyle said the dona-
tions typically add up to thousands of dol-
lars each year. The store has been sponsor-
ing the Puyallup Giftmakers program for 
the past seven years.

“Grannies’ Attic is always keeping an 
eye out for worthy causes,” she said. 
Puyallup Giftmakers is one of the 
store’s favorite programs, Boyle said, 
because of its impact on the communi-
ty’s children.

Other businesses, such as the South Hill 
Mall, offer space where organizers can 

place drop-off boxes for donated items.

South Hill Mall Property Manager David 
Montevideo said a drop-off box is usually 
placed in the mall beginning on Veteran’s 
Day weekend and remains through the 
winter holidays for visitors doing their 
holiday shopping.

Montevideo said in a community like 
Puyallup and the surrounding areas, there 
is a sense of connection between differ-
ent organizations and businesses.

“It is a ‘we are all in it together’ kind of 

mentality,” he said.

Montevideo also praised the level of work 
and commitment demonstrated by Puyallup 
Giftmakers volunteers and the school district.

“There’s a sense of anticipation that what 
they do is going to be top-quality,” he said.

From adults, to students, to businesses, 
Showacy said the community demon-
strates a willingness to aid one another.

“We really do support each other in the 
Puyallup community,” she said.

Puyallup Giftmakers lets students help fellow students

Brouillet Elementary (back row) fi fth graders Ely Moon and Megan 
Smith, and (front row) fi rst graders Grace Lanier and Grant Fitts 
display items collected in the school’s Puyallup Giftmakers stocking 
stuffer drive.

Elementary schools across the district 
are implementing a program designed to 
give students a variety of food options for 
lunch while at the same time promoting 
healthy meals.

The program is called “Choice Cafe” and 
offers students three color-coded lunch 

lines, giving kinder-
gartners through sixth 
graders the chance to 
choose which meal 
they want.

Choice Cafe launched 
at Carson and Edgerton 
elementary schools 
this fall and is gradu-

ally being added to the district’s 21 other 
elementary schools.

While the foods are similar to items 
offered previously, the new program bet-
ter organizes the choices available and 
highlights options for fresh fruits and 
vegetables. 

“This is intended to entice students to 
make healthy choices and eat nutritionally 
balanced meals,” said Food and Nutrition 
Services Administrator Judy Jackson.

The program is similar in concept to the 
“Lunch Gallery” available at the junior 
high and high school level, which allows 
students to choose from a variety of foods.

Elementary students who opt for the Pizza 
Place meal, for example, can enjoy pizza 
entrees made with whole wheat crusts 

‘Choice Cafe’ lunch program promotes healthy eating
topped with low-fat and non-fat cheeses. 
The Sandwich Smarts line offers hot or 
cold items including burgers and deli 
sandwiches. The third option, known 
as Schoolhouse Special, offers a more 
homemade fl air, featuring foods like chili, 
mashed potatoes, and soft tacos.

Each meal line also includes milk and a 
side item and a trip through the salad bar.

“Students can take as much or as little as 
they want of the fruits and vegetables to 
promote the eating of these nutrient-dense 
foods,” Jackson said.

Jackson said each of the meals provides 
33 percent of the U.S. recommended diet 

for students. Less than 
30 percent of the meal’s 
calories come from fat, 
and less than 10 percent 
of those come from 
saturated fats.

The meals also provide 
at least a third of the 

daily recommended allowances for Vita-
mins A and C, calcium, iron, dietary fi ber, 
and protein.

In the future, the program will also in-
clude an educational component, featuring 
“Food for Thought” characters Carl Car-
rot, Angie Apple, and Brian Broccoli. The 
district is developing different personali-
ties for each of the characters, Jackson 
said, adding that each character will play 
a role in educating students about good 
nutrition.

Nutritional information is also available 
on the Food and Nutrition Services Web 
site, Jackson said.

“We’re trying to highlight and promote 
students’ eating nutritious USDA meals,” 
she said.

Third grader Lenah Dennis gets 
lunch in the Pizza Place from 
Food and Nutrition Services 
employee Ellena Huffman at 
Edgerton Elementary School.

Third grader Nicholas Dodge, of Edgerton 
Elementary, said he likes the Choice Cafe 
program and the chance to choose what he 
can eat for lunch.

“I like how it is a buffet-style,” he said. 
“You can basically take whatever you 
want.”

To view daily food menus and nutritional 
information for all grade levels, visit the 
school district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. At the top of any page, click 
the Lunch Menus apple icon.

Students, parents, and other commu-
nity members are invited to submit 
news story ideas using a new online 
form on the school district Web site.

The form may be used to inform the 
communications offi ce about awards, 
recognitions, special events, and 
notable programs in the Puyallup 
School District.

The completed news tip form may be 
submitted directly from the Web site 
or printed and delivered or mailed to 
Karen Hansen, executive director of 
communications, Puyallup School 
District, Education Service Center, 
302 2nd St. S.E., Puyallup, WA  
98372.

To complete and submit a news tip, 
visit the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/news/
news_tip.cfm. 

The Daffodil Parade, traditionally 
scheduled the same weekend as the 
Puyallup Spring Fair, has moved up 
one week this year and will be held 
instead on Saturday, April 12, 2008.

Please note the change on the Puyal-
lup School District wall calendar. 

The Puyallup Spring Fair, as well as 
the school district’s annual Science 
Fair, will continue to be held the fol-
lowing weekend, April 17-20.

Community invited 
to submit news tips

Daffodil Parade 
date change


